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at in Simla immediately prior to my departure for London.1 On
examining the correspondence that has passed between myself
and the Government, it would be seen that notwithstanding the
Truce I had reserved to myself the right to take up civil disobedience
by way of defensive action in connection with the grievances about
which relief might be unattainable through milder methods. Sure-
ly if civil disobedience was such a heinous crime, the Government
could never have exchanged correspondence on that basis and sent
me to London with Viceregal blessings; but I see that with the
change of times manners have also changed.

The nation must now respond to the challenge of the Govern-
ment, It is to be hoped, however, that whilst people belonging to
all classes and creeds will courageously and in all humility go
through the fiery ordeal considering no price too dear and no suffer-*
ings too great, they will observe the strictest non-violence in
thought, word and deed, no matter how great the provocation
may be. I would also urge them not to be angry with the adminis-
trators. It is not easy for them to shed the habit handed down
from generation to generation. Our quarrel is not with men but
with measures.

We have faith in ourselves and, therefore, in human nature,
to feel that, if we suffer long enough and in the proper spirit, our
sufferings must result in converting administrators. After all, let us
realize that the greater and the longer the sufferings the greater
would be our fitness for swaraj, for which we are embarking upon
a fiery ordeal. I would remind the nation of the pledge I gave to
the Prime Minister towards the end of the Plenary Session of the
Round Table Conference that there should be no malice in the
struggle if it fell to our lot to resume it and that we would do
nothing unworthy, I shall trust every Indian to redeem the pledge.
To Englishmen I would say that they must beware of false
reports that are often dished up for them from morning to morning
and evening to evening as to the doings of the Congress in India,
This feeding on false information or starvation due to suppression
of correct information is a greater barrier to heart-to-heart co-
operation.
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